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Tavris, Caroll and Elliot Aronson (2015). Mistakes Were Made (But Not by Me): Why We Justify Foolish
Beliefs, Bad Decisions, and Hurtful Acts. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

» This book explains key moral failings by appealing to cognitive dissonance and the confirmation
bias. Itis suggested to focus attention on Chapters 1 & 2. If this book is not available then an alternative
reading is the article by Epley and Gilovich listed below.

Epley, Nicholas and Thomas Gilovich (2016). “The Mechanics of Motivated Reasoning.” Journal of
Economic Perspectives, vol. 30, no 3, pp. 133-140.
» This can be an alternative reading in case the book by Tavris and Aronson is notavailable.

Ariely, Dan (2012). The (Honest) Truth About Dishonesty: How We Lie toEveryone—Especially
Ourselves. London: HarperCollins Publishers.

» This book explores the how and why of dishonesty. It appeals to the result of psychological
experiments to build the account. It is suggested to focus on Chapters 1, 2 (not 2B) & 10. The
documentary (Dis)honesty: The Truth About Lies complements the readingmaterial.

Rorty, Amélie Oksenberg (2001). How to harden your heart: six easy ways to become corrupt. The
Many Faces of Evil: Historical Perspectives. Amélie Oksenberg Rorty, ed. London: Routledge.

» This piece shows how basic psychological mechanisms that lead people to commit bereft acts
operate to make us do things that go against our better judgment. A slightly different take on Rorty’s
concerns can be found in the open access paper Corruption in the Context of Moral Tradeoffs,
authored by James Dungan, Adam Waytz and Liane Young (available from http://moralitylab.bc.edu/
wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Dungan_Corruption_IDS.pdf).
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Arendt, Hannah (2006). Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil. London: Penguin.

Bazerman, Max H. and Ann E. Tenbrunsel (2011). Blind Spots: Why We Fail to Do What's Right and What
to Do About It. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
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Bloom, Paul (2013). Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil. London: Random House.

Felin, Teppo (2018). The fallacy of obviousness. Aeon. Available from https://aeon.co/essays/are-
humans-really-blind-to-the-gorilla-on-the-basketball-court.

Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla (2004). A Human Being Died Last Night: A South African Story of
Forgiveness. Cape Town: David Philip.

Haidt, Jonathan (2006). The Happiness Hypothesis: Finding Modern Truth in Ancient Wisdom. New
York: Basic Books.

Kahneman, Daniel (2011). Thinking, Fast and Slow. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

Liebermann, Matthew D. (2013). Social: Why our brains are wired to connect. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Marion Young, Iris (1980). “Throwing like a girl: a phenomenology of feminine body comportment,
motility and spatiality.” Human Studies, vol. 3.

Midgley, Mary (2003). Wickedness: A Philosophical Essay. London: Routledge.

Milgram, Stanley (2004). Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View. New York: Perennial Classics.

Pinker, Steven (1997). How the Mind Works. London: Penguin.

Sartre, Jean-Paul (1995). Anti-Semite and Jew: An Exploration of the Etiology of Hate. New York:
Schocken Books.

Sereny, Gitta (1995). Into That Darkness: From Mercy Killings to Mass Murder. London: Pimlico.

Sunstein, Cass R. and Richard H. Thaler (2008). Nudge: Improving Decisions about Health, Wealth and
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